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 The middle school administration has been using BAT meetings over the past few years 
to highlight our annual school goals and our progress toward meeting those goals.  This 
year’s goals are a little different given the pandemic.  Our primary goal is supporting the 
social and emotional needs of our students.   To that end we would like to share 
information about how student support takes place at Hershey Middle School. 

 Student Services is the foundation for student support in our district.  Students don’t 
learn well when their personal and emotional needs are not supported. There are many 
things that student services staff are doing behind the scenes to support students and 
families in our district.  

 Part of the middle school model includes the creation of core instructional teams made 
up of an English, Math, Science and Social Studies teacher.  This is the first level of a 
safety net funnel. 

 Core instructional teams are provided with an extended time to meet every other 
school day.   The purpose of this meeting is to identify struggling students. 

 We have one school counselor per grade level.  The school counselors follow the 
student from 6th – 8th grade.   Each school counselor meets with instructional team at 
least once every six-day cycle. 

 Counselors help to provide teams with background information on students, 
intervention and support suggestions and bridge instructional teams with student 
services resources. 

 Counselors provide the first line of 1:1 student and family support through counseling 
and connection to other support resources. Counselors also help students in accessing 
academic and other social support resources. 

 Counselors are all housed in an office suite with our school nurse, school social worker, 
school psychologist, SEL coach, attendance secretary and guidance secretary.  This 
collaborative office space was established in the fall of 2018.  Having all student support 
staff housed in one space creates a professional learning community for student 
services and fosters collaboration that best supports students and families. 

 Student Services does not handle discipline and that is one of the reasons we separated 
student services from administration.  

 Student Services Staff 
o Keith Saylor, 6th grade Counselor 
o Caitlyn Bodek, 7th grade Counselor 
o Chelsea Singleton, 8th grade Counselor 
o Katie Weaver, Social & Emotional Learning Coach 
o Tracie Dawson, School Nurse 
o Jason Pedersen, School Psychologist 
o Dee Stalnecker, School Social Worker 

 The middle school student services department meets bi-weekly with the school 
administration to address 



o Attendance Concerns 
o Counseling Concerns 
o SEL Concerns 
o Disciplinary Concerns  
o School Nurse Concerns 
o Social Work Concerns 
o Any other student concerns. 

 Students needing support with outside agency providers and to provide students and 
staff with another means of reporting student concerns we have the HIP (Hershey 
Intervention & Prevention) SAP team.  SAP is a state required support team that 
includes all middle school student support team members, teacher volunteers, the 
district safe and supportive schools Director and case managers from Dauphin county 
social service agencies.  

 The district student services department created a home page of resources for students 
and families to access.  https://www.hershey.k12.pa.us/domain/853 

 We are proud of the hard work and dedication that every member of our student 
services staff has demonstrated in best supporting our students in the crazy 
environment created by the global pandemic. 

 No meeting attendees had any questions.  

https://www.hershey.k12.pa.us/domain/853

